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The HMS initials and the floral pattern used throughout this report are engravings that appear on some of Helen’s personal effects.

Helen Macpherson Smith Trust is an independent perpetual philanthropic trust established in 
1951 by Helen Macpherson Schutt (née Smith) for the benefit of Victorian charitable institutions. 

We give grants to a wide variety of eligible charities and a diverse range of projects that seek 
to benefit the people of Victoria. 

Grants fall in eight program areas: aged care; arts, culture and heritage; community support; disability
care and support; education; employment and vocational training; environment; and health.
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As in previous Annual Reports, we continue
to provide a variety of insights into the 
personal background of our benefactress
Helen and her lasting legacy.

Our past three Annual Reports have 
highlighted Helen’s forebears, the Smiths
and the Macphersons. This year we look 
at Helen in her adult years and her life with
husband, William Schutt.

Helen married William John Schutt,
Barrister, on 11 December 1901, at Toorak
Presbyterian Church. Helen was aged 27
and William aged 33 years. The Reverend
John Macrae officiated and Helen was
attended by three bridesmaids: her cousin,
Ada Howard and friends, the Misses Rosa
Menzies and Elsie Ingram. William’s best
man was a Mr A.O. Henty. The wedding
and reception at the Smith family home,
Egoleen in Clendon Road, Toorak, was a
glittering occasion, reported in detail in The
Australasian, Table Talk and The Herald. 

Helen’s wedding dress, press reports say,
was “a lovely creation of richest ivory satin
duchesse” and her veil was of “rare old
Honiton lace, fastened over the tiara of
orange blossoms with a diamond star”. 
At her neck she wore a gift from William, 
a diamond crescent.

If the planning of Helen’s wedding is any
indication, she had a strong inclination to
the romantic. For her bridesmaids, The
Herald reports she chose hats of “Java
straw, trimmed with La France roses and
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lace” and when she left for her honeymoon
in the Blue Mountains of New South Wales,
Helen wore a tailor-made blue gown and 
a hat “of Tuscan straw, trimmed with 
pink roses”.

Wedding guests came from as far away as
Scotland and Jersey, Sydney and Ballarat
and the couple’s wedding gifts ranged from
a silver and glass mustard pot to the Toorak
villa, Wyahla, in Clendon Road, with piano
and dining room furniture, given by the
bride’s father, Robert Smith.

Egoleen was handsomely decorated for the
occasion, and The Australasian reported:
“Subsequently, refreshments were served 
to the wedding guests at numerous small
tables… the decorations consisted of masses
of glorious flowers, each table having a 
different arrangement, while overhead soft
festoonings of rosebuds and rhododendrons
were carried from the walls, meeting at 
the centre chandelier, where they united 
in a wealth of clustering blossoms. In the
drawingroom, where the reception was held,
the floral decoration scheme was chiefly
white. The bow window was festooned 
with flowers and white draperies and it 
was here the bride and bridegroom stood”.

Helen and William travelled to Sydney, then
on to the Blue Mountains for their honeymoon
where they stayed at Yester Grange, built
for Goodlet and Smith, the family building
company based in Granville, New South
Wales. Used by its Managing Director,
William Smith and his wife Susan, Yester

Grange stands on the edge of the ridge
above the spectacular Wentworth Falls 
and is surrounded by a manicured garden
of 10.5 acres and specimen trees from all
over the world. From the front verandah, the
view of the Jamison Valley is breathtaking. It
is believed to have been named by William
Smith after Yester House in Gifford, near
Edinburgh, Scotland and there is also a
Yester Grange in the Shetland Islands. Built
from New Zealand kauri timber and with 
an iron roof, Yester Grange, a house of 74
squares, was bought in 1902, the year after
Helen and William’s visit, by Sir John See,
Premier of New South Wales between 1901
and 1905.

Helen and William returned to live in Toorak
near Helen’s parents, at the villa which 
was their wedding gift, Wyahla in Clendon
Road, popularly known today as the Toorak
Heroes’ Club. Though the area of land on
which the house stands has been subdivided
and has undergone extensive renovations,
the house still stands at 72 Clendon Road
and has belonged to the Toorak R.S.L.
Memorial Trust since 1958. In November
1905, a year after Robert’s death, Helen’s
mother, Jane Priscilla, bought Allotment 12
Toorak Road (next door to Oakdene, which
she already owned). This land backed on to
the property owned by Helen and William at
72 Clendon Road, an indication of Priscilla’s
wish to be near her daughter.

Helen and William appear to have been a
kindly couple, shown by their relationship
with Anne Kate Coles, (née Shutt (sic)) a
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On 24 December 1923, Helen left
Melbourne on the RMS Ormonde, a ship 
of the Orient Line of Royal Mail Steamers
under the command of Captain H.G.
Staunton and bound for ‘London via Ports’.
Two days before the ship’s departure, the
local press records a ‘brilliant dance’ being
held on board, attended by a glittering array
of Melbourne society, including the Clarkes,
the Grimwades, Symes and Fairbairns. On
the voyage, Helen was accompanied by her
husband William and her cousin, Lily Smith.
Justice Schutt disembarked in Colombo,
while Helen and Lily travelled on to Toulon. 
In October 1924, the British Australasian
reports that Helen and William, accompanied
by Lily Smith, were “staying at the 
Oxford & Cambridge Hotel in Paris for a
fortnight before leaving for Belgrade and
Constantinople. They have lately been 
in Denmark, Norway and Sweden”.

In 1925 the Schutts drove around Europe,
with Miss Audrey Wells as companion,
before going to London where William
attended a congress of Universities of 
the Empire, representing the University 
of Melbourne. 

In early March 1927, the British Australasian
notes that among many recent Australian
visitors to Nice is Mrs Schutt of Melbourne
at the Hotel Splendid and in mid-April 
“Mrs Schutt, who has been for some time
on the Riviera, is shortly going to Dalmatia
with her husband who has just arrived from
Australia”.

In August, the Schutts were in Paris, 
after touring Scotland, Ireland and Norway.
Following a week in Nice, they planned 
to “motor back to Paris via Avignon, Pau
and Biarritz”. 

In 1928, the Schutts are reported travelling
together, with William first returning to
Australia in January of that year. Mrs Schutt,
the same paper reports “is remaining in
Europe until his return, about June of this
year”. In August the same year, William 
journeyed to Scotland, then took the
Northern Capitals tour of Scandinavia, 
while Helen remained ‘for the present’ in
Paris. On William’s return by mid-September,
William and Helen stayed in London at the
Hotel Washington.

In October 1928 they were on the Continent,
but spent two weeks in London in November.
The paper reports that they are “going 
to the Riviera until January, after which 
Mr Schutt may probably go to Wengen at
Christmas for winter sports. In January he 
is going to Melbourne in the Otranto and
return to England before long via the US.
Both Mr and Mrs Schutt have enjoyed
excellent weather in France, and a motor
tour in the beautiful French chateau country
was all the more delightful because of the
sunshine. Perhaps some readers of this
paper know what an amusing companion
Mr Schutt is. He has a stack of good stories
– unconnected with the ‘chestnuts’ family,
and tells them excellently”.

second cousin of William, who became
their housekeeper. Mr Patrick Holder, who
married Anne Kate’s granddaughter Joan
Morison, says that Helen’s kindness was
often talked about within the family. Helen
and William Schutt befriended Anne Kate
when her marriage broke up, and she
became their companion/housekeeper,
bringing her daughter Kitty with her. 

Later, when Helen left to live in Europe,
William Schutt bought the property at 14
Robinson Road, Malvern called The Chalet
in which he and Helen installed Anne Kate
and her daughter. William apparently stayed
at The Chalet on his travels between
Europe and Australia. On William’s death,
the property passed to Helen, who kept the
arrangement in place. She also gave her
christening robe, dressing table silver and
other mementoes to her housekeeper.
These have been kept in the family first 
by Kate’s granddaughter, Joan Morison 
and on her death, by Joan’s husband, 
Mr Patrick Holder.

One of the many unanswered questions
about Helen Macpherson Schutt is exactly
why she left Australia in December 1923 
to live in Europe. She was 49 and she and
William had been married for 22 years.
Whether or not Helen planned to return to
Australia some time in the future, she never
did so, and the generally accepted reason
in her circle was her ‘intense dislike’ 
of sea travel. 
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When not travelling around Europe, Helen’s
life abroad from 1924 until the threat of
World War II, was spent mainly on the
French Riviera and in Switzerland. Though
Helen spent considerable time in the South
of France, she apparently did not become
part of the coterie of British who regularly
wintered there. Rather, her life centred on
the gentle pleasures, the agreeable climate
and the coastal beauty of the French
Riviera. 

Both beautiful and elegant, Helen is 
remembered by those who knew her for 
her kindness, her regal bearing and exquisite
taste in clothes. Loyal and generous, 
especially to her close family, when she left
Australia in December 1923, she carefully
organised gifts to mark significant 
anniversaries of family members with
instructions for their despatch at the 
appropriate time. 

William Schutt was a very public figure, 
taking a leading part in Melbourne’s 
social and legal circles. 

Although they lived separately from 
1923, with Helen in Europe and William in
Australia, they had an enduring relationship,
unusual for its time. It ended tragically with
William’s early death in 1933, leaving Helen
to eighteen years of widowhood before her
passing in April 1951.
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In the British Australasian dated 2 November
1933, just weeks before William’s death,
journalist Guy Innes (whose wife was 
chairman of the hospitality committee of the
Commonwealth League) reports: “The Hon.
William Schutt and Mrs Schutt were recently
motoring in France when their tour came to
a sudden and unfortunate end at Nice, when
Mrs Schutt developed acute appendicitis
and had to undergo an immediate operation.
It was happily successful and Mrs Schutt,
who was taken to a nursing home at Cimiez
(a suburb of Nice) is now convalescent. 
Mr Schutt, who is now in London, had
intended coming to England earlier, leaving
Mrs Schutt in the Riviera, as she prefers the
south to England at this time of the year. It
was three weeks however before she was
sufficiently recovered for Mr Schutt to feel
happy in making his visit to London, though
Mrs Schutt has many friends on the Riviera
where she spends much time”.

While she lived in Australia, Helen had 
been a regular donor to several charities
and when in Europe, Helen remained a
thoughtful philanthropist, continuing to give
to her favourite Melbourne charities. The
Royal District Nursing Service received 
personal donations from Helen until 1947,
some 24 years after she had left Australia 
to live in Europe. Other recipients were 
the charities known today as the Royal
Children’s Hospital, Lost Dogs’ Home, the
Mission to Seamen, the Royal Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and
the Royal Victorian Institute 
for the Blind. 
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Helen’s hand written note reflects the generous intention of her legacy to the many Victorian charities that have benefited from that generosity,
and to those that will do so in the future.


